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DECEMBER PARISH MEMBER SERVICE SCHEDULE

December is Usher Team 6: Richard A., Alan B., Rusty H., Bruce J., Bob S., Ed W., Mary Jay H.

December 4 December 11 December 18 December 25
10:00 a.m. Service
ONLY
Acolytes John Pierce D.
8:00 Neil G. Graham B. Tommy M. Valerie M.
9:00 Kirsten K. Neil G. Corey K.
Nadia S. Roberta F. Kate M.
Emma A. Emma A. Alexa L.
11:00 Ward L. Sarah L. Claire C.
Valerie M. Will L. Sarah C.
Will L. Ward L. Elena H.
Chalicists Ed W.
8:00 Tootie K. Jayne S. Bill M.
9:00 Thad K. Kathi A. Sue B.
11:00 Keith A. Alan B. Jeff C.
Lay Readers TBD
8:00 Rob W. Chris A. Tootie K.
Suzy W. Sally H. Mike L.
9:00 Maureen H. Christmas Pageant Roberta F.
Cecilia H. Jay H.
11:00 Allen B. Bob M. Lessons and Carols
Rich D. Lisa Lettau
Taffy G. Rob G.
Altar Guild
Kathryn H. Katie E. Jessie N. Suzanne B.
Diane C. Legaré H. Catharine G. Linda G.
Catharine G. Fernanda F. Nene H. Sharon J.
Marian L.
Saturday, December 24 - Christmas Eve
Acolytes Chalicists Lay Readers Altar Guild
5:00 Alex G., Micaela G., Keith A. Walt T. Volunteers
Tommy M., Nadia S., Volunteer Needed Jonathan S.
Alexa L.
8:00 Corey K., Sarah L., Catharine G. Kirsten K.
Erin G., Megan Z., Thad K. Lisa L.
Roberta F.
Carol K.
11:00 | Neil G., Claire C., Volunteers Needed Alan B.
Sarah C.




ST. PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

THE KEY

DECEMBER 2011

“Called together in Christ, Transformed by God’s grace, Sent out to serve.”

FROM THE ASSISTANT TO THE RECTOR

It’s not uncommon for me to work
late. Maybe a couple of times a week,
I'll be in my office long after the sun
has gone down. Most of the time I'm
working feverishly on my computer,
but occasionally, I'll traipse upstairs to
post a sign-up sheet on a bulletin board
or to sneak cookies out of the kitchen.
On those nights, when the church is
dark and still, there is a tiny flicker of
light that catches my eye every time I
pass the doors to the nave. It’s the faint
flame just to the right of the altar—the
light that marks the presence of Christ
in the consecrated host.

More than once I've paused and
thought about the beauty of this light.
When the room is dark and empty, the
small flame casts light to the far reaches
of the nave. I'm amazed by the reach of
such a small flame, and I'm even more
amazed that someone at St. Peter’s

manages to remember to keep it going.

[ was particularly grateful for that flame
this past week. The day before St.
Peter’s grand High Tea, my grandfather
suffered a heart attack. It was mild
enough that he was awake and alert,
and we were able to talk for a while on

Sunday night.

“How’s it going, Grandpa?” I asked as I
collapsed onto my bed.

“Oh, you know. The food here’s not so
bad. I asked for three strips of bacon.
They reminded me that I'm in the
cardio ward. I said, ‘All right. How

about pork sausage?’”

“That’s my Grandpa!” I said laughing.
“The model patient!”

Our phone call lasted longer than usual
that night. I can’t help but imagine that
my grandfather knew something serious
was going to happen. He asked about
me—if I'm going to become a priest, if
the church pays me enough, what the
heck the military is going to do with
me. “I think you should stay in the
Reserves,” he told me for the first time.
He’s always been so proud of military
service that his words both surprised
and relieved me. I hadn’t realized this
was something I’d wanted him to say
for a long time.

After a while we got around to talking
about my sisters and cousins—his

twelve other grandchildren.

“Stephie seems to be doing well—
straight A’s, I'm told. And I just talked
to Taylor, who seems to be figuring it
out in California.”

“Sounds like you’ve been getting a lot
of phone calls and visitors, Grandpa.”

“Oh yeah. Around here, in the
hospital. . .there is no peace!”

[ laughed. “Well, maybe I should let

you get some rest.”

“I suppose so. My phone is beeping at
me anyway. Grandma’s bringing the

charger.”
“I'love you, Grandpa.”

“Love you too.”

DATES TO NOTE:
1 - SOME

1,8,15 - Thursday Ears

2 - Nicholasfest

3,1,17 - Icon Writing

5,19 - Hebrew Class

5,10,17 - Contemplative Advent

Program

6 - First Tuesday Meetings

7 - Godzilla

7,14,21,28 - Choir Practices
9,30 - Meals on Wheels

10 - Sunday School Pageant Rehears-
al

11 - Sunday School Pageant

11 - Messiah Sing-Along

12 - AFAC Family Bagging Night

12 - Finance Committee Meeting

12 - Prayer Group

13 - Moms Group

13 - Second Tuesday Meetings

15 - Thursday Ears Christmas Lunch
18 - Service of Lessons & Carols

18 - Bananas All-Family Christmas
Extravaganza!!

18 - Greening of the Church and
Parish Potluck

18 - Godgzilla All-Family Christmas
Extravaganza!!

20 - Lunch Bunch
20 - Vestry Meeting

24 - Christmas Even Services (5PM,
8PM, 11PM)

25 - Christmas Day Service (10AM)
26,27 - Office Closed




PAGE 2 THE KEY

The next morning my Grandpa went in for an angiogram. In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
The doctors found four arteries with major blockages. was with God, and the Word was God. He was
They put a stent in one, but when they tried to insert a in the beginning with God. All things came into
stent in the next artery, they found that it was too old and being through him, and without him not one
too blocked. So they decided to stop the procedure and thing came into being. What has come into being
give him his options once he woke up from the anesthesia. in him was life, and the life was the light of all

people. The light shines in the darkness, and the

It’s been over a week since the angiogram, and my darkness did not overcome it

grandfather hasn’t yet woken up. When the doctors

noticed that somethlng was wrong, they rushed him to a May we take comfort in this light that burns in the darkest

hospital that specializes in neurology for fear that he might night and remember that God has given us the task of

have had a stroke. They continue to put him through tending to that light, of making sure that the flame

tests. continues to burn bright, even if no one ever notices.

When I heard the news I found myself drawn to that small .
flame above the ambry. It’s such a small thing, so easily Peace this Advent Season,
unnoticed and forgotten. But in my moment of sadness
and worry, its light was bright enough to pierce the

darkness and guide me toward the light of Christ.
Elyse Gustafson, M.Div

Maybe there are others at St. Peter’s who are beginning
the Advent season with a sense of deep sadness or
personal loss. May these words be a comfort to you as
they have been to me:

PARISH NEWS —

ADVENT AT ST. PETER’S

St. Peter’s has many opportunities and projects to help you observe a holy Advent this year. We invite you to visit the
St. Peter’s Advent Resources webpage available at www.saint-peters.org. You can access all things Advent from the
front page of our website. There are on-line Advent calendars, a series of daily Bible readings, a devotion, a copy of the

St. Peter's Advent Booklet, crafts, links to some thought-provoking sites, and more.

ADVENT PROGRAM

Advent is a time of spiritual preparation—preparation for the coming of our Lord, Jesus Christ. Yet too often we get
caught up in all the secular things we need to do for Christmas—shopping, decorating and baking. Christmas arrives
and we find that our spiritual life has once again gone “unattended to.” This year, make a point to attend to your
spiritual life and growth by spending a few hours each week, with others from the St. Peter's community, learning
about and practicing different forms of contemplative prayer in preparation for Christmas. Jayne S., a graduate of Wes-
ley Theological Seminary and currently enrolled in the Shalem Institute's Leading Contemplative Prayer Groups and
Retreats Program, will lead a six-week series on contemplative prayer — with prayer practices tied to Advent and
Christmas. Travel a spiritual journey this season with fellow sojourners. Join us in the St. Peter's chapel on the

following dates and times over the next few weeks. Don't worry if you've missed one or two already:

Monday, December 5, 7 p.m.-9 p.m.
Saturday, December 10, 9 a.m.-11 a.m.
Saturday, December 17, 9 a.m.-11 a.m.

Contact Jayne S. if you plan to attend.
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PARISH NEWS (CONT.)) —

ALL-FAMILY CHRISTMAS EXTRAVAGANZA! AND PARISH POTLUCK

Join Bananas and Godzilla on Sunday, December 18, for lots of holiday fun! Parents and family members of Bananas
are invited to attend the Bananas party, and parents and family members of Godzilla are invited to attend the Godzilla
party. In between, we’ll join the rest of the parish for the Parish Potluck. Here’s the schedule for the evening:

* Bananas Christmas Party: 5:30-6:30 p.m.

* Greening of the Church and All Parish Potluck: Greening begins at 6:00 p.m.

* Godzilla Christmas Party: 7:30-8:45 p.m.
Please bring a dish to share for the potluck. Please let us know via the online sign-up if you can bring a dish to the
potluck. Hope to see you there!

SECRET SANTA TOY DRIVE

This season we will be collecting toys to benefit the children served by the Arlington Housing Corporation
(AHC). AHC provides quality homes for low- and moderate-income families in the mid-Atlantic region. More than
2,000 children take advantage of the after-school programs available at AHC’s seven Northern Virginia and Baltimore-
based community centers.

We are collecting toys for the K-6 community center kids, all of whom reside in one of AHC’s affordable
apartments. We are also collecting outdoor games and toys for the community centers. There is a tree in the Narthex
covered with paper ornaments. Please consider picking an ornament and buying a gift for the child listed.

There are no specific wish lists for the AHC kids. Just buy a toy you think a child of the age and gender listed might
like. Some tags list games and sporting goods the centers would like.

Toys, games, and sporting goods should be returned to the marked bin in the Narthex on or before Sunday, December
11.

Do not wrap the gifts. If you do not have time or energy to shop but would like to contribute, write a check to St.

Peter’s with AHC Xmas on the memo line. You may also make a cash donation—just give it to Mary Jane Saunders or
any member of the Mission and Outreach Committee. Questions? Call or e-mail Mary Jane S.

IMPORTANT CHRISTMAS PAGEANT DATES

All students age three through sixth grade are in the Christmas pageant, which will take place December 11 at the 9:00

a.m. service.

Please note these rehearsal times:
December 4 (during Sunday School)
December 10 (9:00 — 11:00 a.m.)

Additionally, all students in the pageant must be at church by 8:30 a.m. on December 11.

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 2011

Saturday, December 24

5:00 p.m. - Family Service: Holy Eucharist, Rite II

8:00 p.m. - Candlelight Service: Holy Eucharist, Rite II

11:00 p.m. - (Midnight Service) - Candlelight Service: Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Sunday, December 25 (NOT A REGULAR SUNDAY SCHEDULE)
10:00 a.m. - Holy Eucharist, Rite II
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PARISH NEWS (CONT) —

215T ANNUAL MESSIAH SING-ALONG DECEMBER 11
A St. Peter’s Advent tradition will continue on Sunday, December 11, 2011 at 7:30 pm when the Adult Choir, with
soloists and orchestra, presents the 21* annual St. Peter’s Messiah Sing-Along.

The Choir invites all parishioners, and your friends and neighbors, to join in this presentation of the Christmas portion
(plus the Hallelujah Chorus) of Handel’s Messiah. Bring your Messiah score, or borrow or purchase a score at the door.

This is a family-friendly event for people of all ages, so bring your whole family to the Sing-Along! Child care will be
available beginning at 7:00 pm and throughout the Sing-Along for the very youngest members of your family.

Admission to the Sing-Along is free. Donations are gratefully accepted in support of Concerts at St. Peter’s. Once
again this year, Sing-Along participants are encouraged to contribute non-perishable food items for the food bank.

A reception, coordinated by the Fellowship Commission, will be held in the Chapel immediately following the
Sing-Along.

LOOKING FOR SOME GOOD PEOPLE ...
We are having a Family Lenten Program this year based on The Wizard of Oz. It will take place February 26 through

March 25, 5 to 7 p.m. on Sunday evenings. We need a lot of help from both youth and adults. If you would like to
help, please contact the Rev. Ann Martens. It promises to be great fun!

ADULT FORUM —

Adult Forum sessions on Sundays at 10 a.m. are designed to serve our community by stimulating our thinking and ac-

tions in the Christian faith, exploring timely issues in our church and the world, and as an occasion for discussion about
the ongoing activities in missions, worship, education and stewardship at St. Peter’s. Topics range from aspects of our
faith and worship, to books of the Bible, figures in Christian history, ethical dilemmas and contemporary issues of inter-
est to our community. Discussion leaders come from within our parish community, or are specially invited outside

guest speakers, and we try to have two topics to choose from each Sunday.

How You Can Participate

If you have an idea for a topic, feedback on a past topic or would like to volunteer to lead a discussion, please contact
Jonathan Sullivan.

Schedule for December

December 4—Second Sunday of Advent

Option I:
Inquirer’s Class: The Holy Eucharist, Part 1—Led by the Rev. Dr. Craig A. Phillips

Option II:
Living a Meaningful Advent—Led by Catharine G.
An introduction to the customs, traditions, and music of the season, and ways to incorporate them into households big

and small.
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ADULT FORUM (CONT.) —

December 11—Third Sunday of Advent

Plenary Session: St. Francis—Led by Elyse Gustafson, M.Div.

December 18—Fourth Sunday of Advent

Option I:
Moravian Church and St. Peter’s Christmas Traditions—Led by Kristen O., Don C. and Bob S.

Option II:
Inquirer’s Class: The Holy Eucharist, Part 2—Led by the Rev. Dr. Craig A. Phillips

December 25—Christmas

No Forums

MISSION NEWS —

Sign-up sheets are in the Narthex (Mission bulletin board near the door to the kitchen) to sign up for the mission trip to
the Dominican Republic. Several parishioners are organizing the trip for June 30 through July 8 of 2012. The trip is a
follow-on to the last trip we made there in 2009. The new trip would probably focus on the same school, where there is
a need for a second floor. The mission might also work on a playground for the school. The cost per person for the trip
(including airfare) is anticipated to be about $1,750 and the group is developing their fundraising plan. They are
planning to host salsa dance lessons and a fiesta in the near future to fundraise for their trip. Stay tuned for more details!

Thank you to all who participated in our Thanksgiving drive by preparing meals on behalf of Samaritan Ministry of
Greater Washington (SMGW) and in this year’s CROP Walk.

Our annual collection of Christmas gifts for the Arlington Housing Corporation has begun. Further information can be
found in the Narthex.

The Emergency Winter Shelter opened on November 1. Thank you to all who have already signed up to participate.

The Nets For Life Program continues to fundraise towards the goal of raising 500 nets for countries in Africa to protect
communities from malaria. This effort is led by Emily L.

Mission has formed a new subcommittee, led by Anna F., on Mission Funding, which will meet the fourth Tuesday of

every month with the goal of developing a comprehensive policy on mission trip funding and execution.
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VESTRY NEWS —

Highlights of the November 15, 2011, Vestry Meeting

® Catharine G., Stewardship Campaign Chair, updated the Vestry on the progress of the 2012 Every Member

Canvass.

® Treasurer Don C. presented the Profit and Loss Budget Performance Report for October 2011.

The Treasurer noted that there could be a possible shortfall in current pledges because as of Octo-
ber 31, 2011, the Church had received pledge payments of $604,628, which is about the same as
had been received by this time in 2010. In 2010 the total amount of pledge payments was
$752,000 compared with the 2011 expenses of $787,000.

The Treasurer also reported that he was in the process of opening up our new bank accounts at United

Bank as per the Vestry resolution of September 20, 2011, and subsequent credit line authorization on
October 25, 2011.

The Vestry made plans for its annual retreat in January 2012.

Vestry member Peter M., who is also the New Legacy Campaign Steering Committee Co-Chair, reported

that the Campaign Committee is re-forming to talk about how to raise the additional $1 million needed to

achieve our goal.

The Rector updated the Vestry on the Building Schematic Design:

o

o

The schematic designs have been posted to the Web site and on the walls in the Narthex and
the Chapel.

Notional bids plus markup costs have been received from four general contractors ranging
from $3.4 to 4.3 million, and the Building Schematic Design Team has selected two of the
contractors to interview on November 29, 2011.

A Dominion Electric Power line easement was found on the 1953 plat going straight through
the property where the new construction would be done. While Dominion effectively
abandoned the easement in the 1960s, there is no formal record. Therefore the parish may
have to seek a formal abandonment from Dominion.

® Eric S., Finance Committee Chair, presented a draft 2012 parish budget created by the Finance

Committee.

o

The Finance Committee forecasts a $40,000-60,000 deficit for 2012 based on 2011 spending
of $775,000 and anticipated total pledges for 2012 of $735,000.

Eric cautioned the Vestry that deficit spending is not sustainable and that significant progress
would need to be made, either in generating pledge income or in reducing expenses, to get to
a budget that can be supported even for a one-year timeframe.

Eric noted that he was fairly confident that the Finance Committee could find $10,000 in
spending cuts to funding for Commissions and Committee programs, but that beyond the
Diocesan Pledge and an annual $30,000 contribution to the Maintenance Reserve, there was
little else in the way of discretionary spending.

The Vestry discussed ways to address the anticipated shortfall—including spending cuts to

programs and staff, a reduction in the Diocesan Pledge and postponement of an annual
contribution to the Maintenance Reserve—and how various actions might impact the
short- and long-term health of the parish.

After discussion, the Vestry directed the Finance Committee to explore options for reducing
2012 spending and report back to the Vestry at its December meeting.
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OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST —

ST. PETER’S LOVE QUILT PROJECT

This past summer my family and I had the opportunity to participate in the mission trip to South Africa. In the year
before we left on the trip, Anna Fernau had the vision to bring quilts as gifts for the AIDS orphans living in the home
built in Masiphumelele. I volunteered to help make the quilts, which would be crafted by people at St. Peter’s and
would include artwork produced by children in our Sunday School.

So many people from St. Peter’s were involved and deserve to be thanked, including the Rev. Ann Martens, Sara
Mulhall, the Sunday School teachers, all the artistic children—who made expressions of love into artwork that the
orphaned children would enjoy—and especially all the quilters. We spent months before the trip working with the St.
Peter’s Sunday School classes and the talented quilting volunteers to assemble the quilts.

The people of the St. Francis Trust were so surprised and touched to receive seven quilts for the home. It was an
emotional afternoon when the quilts were wrapped around the children and their house mother, Joyce. Many tears fell
and smiles shone as the warmth and glow of the quilts touched everyone in the house. All could feel the presence of the
St. Peter’s parishioners who helped with the quilts even if they were not able to be there.

On my flight home I began to pray and asked God what we should do to continue the gift of these quilts. Is it possible to
keep giving of ourselves and touching the lives of orphans in South Africa? Could these quilts be given to orphaned
children in our own hometown? As I asked these questions I began to realize that the most important aspect of the quilts
was the art squares and their messages of love—created by children for children to show how to love and support each
other. Nelson Mandela once said, “No one is born hating another person because of the color of his skin, or his
background, or his religion. People must learn to hate, and if they can learn to hate, they can be taught to love, for love
comes more naturally to the human heart than its opposite.” I believe that the art squares are a way for us to teach

children about the importance of God’s love and the power in loving each other. Love is the universal equalizer.

[ am now in the process of organizing the St. Peter’s Love Quilt project. This involves four subcommittees of people
who will help to coordinate each part of the project. The Art Square committee will organize the gathering of art
squares by working with children in our community who are interested in creating the artwork and learning how they
can love and support the orphaned children. The Kit Assembly committee will gather the quilter volunteers and
distribute kits that include a pattern, batting, and the children’s art squares. The Storybook committee will create a
children’s book about the quilts and the orphans. This committee requires many creative individuals who enjoy writing,
editing, and production, and who can help with the illustrations. The Quilt Volunteers are the folks who are willing to
sew a quilt and donate it to St. Peter’s to be given to an orphan.

I must confess that this project started to sound overwhelming, and as if God was asking a bit much of all of us. But

there are so many ways for people of all ages and talents to help within our own parish. We have several volunteers

already and are encouraged by the enthusiasm everyone has shown. I encourage you to consider joining the fun. I truly
believe the potential for the message of God’s love to be given to more orphaned children by our church community is
absolutely amazing and achievable. God has shown that this can be accomplished.

If you are interested in joining the St. Peter’s Quilt Project please e-mail or call Gretchen G.
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St. Peter’s Adult Choir
With Orchestra and Soloists
Don Witman, Conductor

Presents the 2 1% Annual

Messiah
Sing-Along

Sunday, December 11, 2011
7:30 p.m.
Admission Is Free

(Donations accepted, and contributions of non-perishable food items
for the food bank are encouraged)

Bring your Handel Messiah score

or purchase or borrow a score at the door

Join us at a reception afterward

Childcare provided during the sing—along
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St. Peter’s Episcopal Church

4250 N Glebe Road
Arlington VA 22207
703-536-6606
Fax: 703-536-6608

Office Hours:
Monday through Friday: 8:30 a.m. — 4:30 p.m.
E-mail: info@saint-peters.org
Web Site: www.saint-peters.org

Staff:

The Reverend Craig A. Phillips, Ph.D., Rector

The Reverend Ann Martens, Assistant Rector

Elyse Gustafson, M.Div., Assistant to the Rector

Don Witman, Director of Music & Handbell Choir Director
James Selway, Organist & Youth & Children’s Choir Director

cphillips@saint-peters.org
amartens@saint-peters.org
egustafson@saint-peters.org
stpetersmusic@verizon.net
jselway@saint-peters.org

Nikol Destatte, Office Manager
Christopher Neumann, Sexton

ndestatte @saint-peters.org
cneumann@saint-peters.org

Thomas Gillis, Sexton Emeritus

Vestry:

Chair: The Reverend Craig A. Phillips, Ph.D.
Keith A. (2013)
Ron A. (2013)
Sue B. (2011)

Margaret C. (2011)
Jeff C. (2012)
Katie E. (2012)
Gary G. (2011)
Barret H. (2011)
Nancy M. (2013)
Peter M. (2012)
Gwyneth R.(2012)
Jonathan S. (2013)

Volunteers:
Treasurer: Don C.
Key Editor: Rob G.
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