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JUNE PARISH MEMBER SERVICE SCHEDULE

June is Usher Team 4: Rich D., Jim B., Steve C., Rick C., Chuck G., Gail H.,
Bob M., Bill S., Britt S.

June 7 June 14 June 21 June 28
Acolytes
8:00 Austen A. Jacqueline M. Corey K. Need Volunteer
9:00 Elsie G., Neil G., Kirsten Chrissy R., Emily ., Sarah L. John R., Alison B., Meredith [ Corey K., Sarah L., Emily L.
K. R.
Elsie G., Neil G., Alison B. Erin G., Micaela G., Alex G.
Claire C., Sarah C., Angel Jack W., Grace R., Caroline
11:00 H. M.
Chalicists
8:00 Mike L. Bill M. Ed W. Tootie K.
9:00 Thad K. Kathi A. Sue B. Thad K.
Sharon S. Laura D. Georgeanne . Sharon S.
11:00 Keith A. Alan B. Jim L. Andy O.
Bob W. Jeff C. Judith L. Paul S.
Lay Readers
8:00 Tootie K. Erika S. Suzanne B. Sally H.
Jim S. Lee M. Tom B. Bob W.
9:00 Kirsten K. Eric S. Claire C. Ned S.
Jonathan S. Erin G. Kathi A. Sarah L.
11:00 Keith A. Bettie . Don C. Rich D.
Vikkey A. Bob S. Allen B. Bob M.
Altar Guild
Weekly Team | Jessie N. Suzanne B. Nan W. Karen S.
Catharine G. Linda G. Pat M. Anne J.
Nene H. Sharon J. Fran D. Jennifer B.
Greeters
9:00 Francine R. Joe D. Katie E. Kathryn H.
11:00 Karen S. John M. Dick and Anne ]J. Ward L.
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“Called together in Christ, Transformed by God’s grace, Sent out to serve.”

FROM THE ASSISTANT RECTOR

Dear Friends,

Mary and I recently attended the

Diocese of Virginia Clergy
Conference at Shrine Mont. One of
the speakers talked about obtaining
balance in your life. She did not talk
about the usual—make time for
Instead she

spoke about bringing more gratitude

family, exercise, etc.

into your life, and that, by doing so,
you will find you have more balance.

I have been thinking a lot about
gratitude since that day. I must
admit that I’ve fallen a bit astray in
the gratitude department lately. It is
so easy just to ask God for what we
need, and by focusing on what we
lack in our prayers, we tend to focus
more on what we lack in our day-to-
day lives. On the contrary, focusing
on what we are thankful for can give
us a more positive outlook in
general.

In pondering gratitude, I recalled
that I used to do a lot better job of
giving thanks. When I was in the Air
Force at the Pentagon, I rode the
Metro to work. I walked four or five
blocks to the Metro station and I
would pray daily on my way to
work. I established the routine of
giving thanks to God for my entire
walk to the Metro. This proved to
be an interesting exercise because

after 1 gave the usual thanks for
things that popped quickly into my
head (e.g., health, family, friends,
my cat) I would find I still had
several more blocks to go. Then I
had to start to think! As I continued
to walk and think I found 1
discovered so many things I was
thankful for. As the days went by
and I continued my exercise, a funny
thing occurred. Instead of running
out of things to say with blocks still
to go, I found I would arrive at the
Metro and not be through with my
list of things to be thankful for! As
the weeks went by, an interesting
thing started to happen. While I still
hated working in the Pentagon, I
found I had a cheerier outlook
overall. I began to find the good in
things more quickly. I found I was
Little
irritants did not get under my skin

more patient with folks.

so easily. I could laugh off things that
used to bother me. I became calmer
easygoing. Most
importantly, my life felt abundant.

and more

I stopped my practice when I
stopped riding the Metro to work.
lost
important when 1 did.

However, 1 something
So T've
started a gratitude practice again and
I'm waiting for it to make the same
difference in my life that it did

before.

DATES TO NOTE:
2 - First Tuesday Meetings
3,10,17,24 - Choir Practices
4 - SOME
4,11,18,25 - Thursday Ears
6,13,20,27 - Icon Writing

7 - Facilities Planning Team Gath-
ering

8 - Finance Committee Meeting
8,22 - Prayer Group

9 - Second Tuesday Meetings
12 - Meals on Wheels

13 - Sunday School Teacher
Wrap-up

14 - Facilities Planning Team Din-
ner

16 - Third Tuesday Lunch

16 - Vestry Meeting

21 - St. Peter’s Day Parish Picnic
21 - Craig and Meta Return

25 - Youth Trip to King’s Domin-
ion

26 - Kids’ Night Out

27 - Men’s Breakfast
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[ invite you to begin a gratitude practice. It is loving and generous God cares for us. Giving thanks
important to give thanks long enough that you really  to God every single day is a wonderful way to begin
have to start thinking of all the things you are grateful — our grace at mealtime or our evening prayers. Giving
for. You may find the same calmness enter your life  thanks to God is a stupendous way to start the day.

that I found. You may find you can handle life’s little

|
glitches more easily. You may find you develop a Thanks be to God!

cheerier outlook.
_f-r

After all, our God is abundant with us. Our life is
filled to overflowing with good things because a  The Reverend Ann Martens

MESSAGE FROM THE PRIEST-IN-CHARGE —
AUF WIEDERSEHEN

June 14 is my last Sunday with St. Peter’s; June 7 is my last Sunday ar St. Peter’s. On June 14, the Region III
clergy are having a pulpit swap and I will be elsewhere—and you will have a priest from another congregation
as your preacher. To make it all more memorable, the deciders are sending me to the two Hispanic
congregations. Siento muchisimo, pero no puede hablar la lingua Espafiol.

My brief tenure at St. Peter’s has been, for me at least, most enjoyable, and I am grateful for the invitation to
be here during the Rector’s absence. This is a remarkable congregation and a very tight-knit church family.
You are multitalented, very welcoming to newcomers, and awash with young families and children. It could
hardly be a more desirable state of affairs.

Even in this brief time, it has become apparent that you have a good grasp of your current challenges and are
moving deliberately to deal with them. But health abounds and you are more than up to whatever needs doing
in the near future.

It has been a real pleasure to get to know you, to be among you, to worship with you, to preach to you and to
teach a little, and to experience your vitality. Many thanks to your wardens, and to Ann and Mary, for putting

up with me and for providing such good leadership. Craig will return refreshed to a fine parish famﬂy raring

to get on with the future.

Many blessings on each of you, and don’t be strangers.

Py

Phillip
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MESSAGE FROM THE SENIOR WARDEN —

Last month the Vestry considered and set aside a proposal to make the church parking lot available to
Marymount University during their current construction project. In the process, I learned quite a bit about
stewardship.

The proposal was to allow Marymount’s construction workers to leave their cars at St. Peter’s on weekdays
when our parking lot would otherwise be mostly empty. In return, the construction company would make a
donation to St. Peter’s that would just about close the gap in the church’s 2009 budget. Initially this seemed
like a good idea. Other churches in the area have ongoing arrangements with Marymount to allow students to
park and be shuttled to campus, and St. Peter’s has provided overflow parking for Marymount special events
in the past. And, of course, the thought of resolving the budget gap painlessly was certainly appealing. In the
end, however, the benefit to Marymount and the revenue from the construction company were not enough
to outweigh the disruption to our more immediate neighbors and the possibility of conflict with our own

renovation plans should Marymount’s project be delayed.

In the vestry’s discussions, someone raised the point that our Vision Statement identifies “being more
intentional stewards” and “nurtur[ing] all we have been given” as part of God’s call to us as a parish. Good
stewardship is making good use of whatever God has placed in our care. As a parish we are stewards of our
church building and grounds. Our Building and Grounds Committee wrestles regularly with how to make
good use of these gifts. As you are probably aware, they and their building planning sub-group are currently
seeking input from all of us on renovations and improvements to the building. Consensus is growing that to
make good use of it we need to provide more space for the Sunday School, the choir, and Coffee Hour,
improve the bathrooms, and make it handicap-accessible.

Our grounds are used to a considerable extent as neighborhood parkland. Their natural beauty is available to
us through the sanctuary windows and provides both solace in the Memorial Garden and occasion for glee on
the playground. Through the discussion of the parking lot deal I learned that while parking cars on it seems
like a good use of a parking lot, renting it out for 18 months to close a one-year budget gap while generating
ill will among our neighbors and possibly inconveniencing our own construction plans is perhaps a not-so-
good use.

Another stewardship issue that the parking lot proposal reveals is that of finding ourselves trying to chase
down revenue that in the ordinary course of events should be coming from parishioners’ pledges—our

individual stewardship of our money. It currently costs not quite $1 million a year to run St. Peter’s—to pay
the clergy and staff and run the office (§600,000); to keep the lights on and the rain off (§125,000); to equip
ourselves to worship, have fellowship, and serve one another (§55,000); and to support and serve the broader

church and community ($125,000). Special activities like the play and the parish retreats generally cover their
own costs. All of this money comes directly from us—from those of us who “belong” to St. Peter’s by
attending on Sundays and being part of our community.

The parish budget works out to about $3500 per household. Clearly some of us have deeper or shallower
pockets than the average, and membership in the church is not something one purchases with money alone.
But money is important to the church and it comes from each of us cheerfully pledging a portion of the
abundance God has entrusted to us. That’s good stewardship.

Catharine Gibson,
Senior Warden




PAGE 4 THE KEY

PARISH NEWS —

THE FACILITIES PLANNING TEAM INVITES YOU...
June 7, 12:30 p.m.: Gathering for 40-, 50-, and 60-something parishioners.

June 14, 5:00 p.m.: Dinner for Young Adults and Parents of Young Children (20-,30-, and 40-somethings)

These events will be an opportunity for parishioners to hear the Planning Team's building presentation and
have a chance to discuss the issues.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Sunday School teachers: Please plan to attend our wrap-up on Saturday, June 13, from 9:00 to 10:30 a.m.
The last day of Sunday School is June 14. There will be a joint activity that day. Also, please try to attend the

9:00 service on June 14 so you can be recognized.

JUNE THIRD TUESDAY LUNCHEON WITH SPECIAL GUEST JIM SELWAY

On June 16, our luncheon for our members 65 years and over will have the special blessing of a private
performance by our very own Jim S. As usual, lunch will be served at noon and the program will start around
12:30 or 12:45. This is an open and fun group, so please invite friends and neighbors you think might enjoy
such an event. Please R.S.V.P. by June 14 either by calling or e-mailing the Rev. Mary Demmler, or by sign-
ing up on the sheet provided in the narthex.

WHERE IN THE WORLD ARE THEY?

Craig and Meta Return June 21

June 21 marks the return of our Rector, Craig Phillips, to St. Peter’s. The sabbatical took Craig and Meta to

Ghana, England, Greece and Turkey. We kept up with them through Meta’s blog and Craig’s e-mails as they
experienced the Triangle of Hope from Virginia to Ghana to England. We saw Craig in his favorite mode—
scholar—at Oxford. They celebrated two Easters—one in England (Anglican) and then again in Athens
(Greek Orthodox Easter). We laughed and sighed as they walked in the path of the Apostles in Greece and
Turkey, regaling us with biblical allusions (primarily Acts) to this place or that, where a significant or not so
significant event had occurred. Trust Craig to be able to identify and explain them. If only we could have
been there too as they visited places they’d only studied or read about. Finally, back in the United States,
suitcases unpacked, they return to the fabric of our life at St. Peter’s in time for the annual picnic celebrating
the beginning of summer and yet another momentous year for our parish. We welcome them with our
prayers and look forward to their continuing story as they fill in the details of their journey of rest and

renewal.

Welcome Back!
The Sabbatical Committee

YOUNG ADULTS DATES:

Bare Bible Study: Thursday, June 11, 8-9:30 p.m.: 3505 Fairfax Drive. We’re studying the Book of Ruth.
After Work: Thursday, June 25, 6 to 8 p.m.: Union Jack Pub, Ballston Commons Mall.

Brunch: Sunday, June 28, 12:30 p.m.: Portabello’s, Cherrydale.
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PARISH NEWS (CONT.) —

BIG WHEEL RALLY

On your mark, get set, go! Race to the finish and the checkered flag! The Sunday Afternoons at St. Peter’s
program is sponsoring a Big Wheel Rally on Sunday, June 14, at 5pm. While mom and dad are talking to the
building planning team with the other adults, we’ll be outside showing our stuff on everything from 2 to 4
wheels! Bring your bikes, trikes, big wheels, or whatever else you’ve got. We’ll have a course laid out in half
of the parking lot. Don’t forget your helmet!

CHILDREN’S SUMMER PROGRAM
We will hold a crafts workshop for children ages 3 through second grade from June 21 through July 26 during

the services. June 21 and 28 it will be held from 8:45 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. During the month of July, it will
be held from 9:45 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. (with the switch to summer service hours). Megan Stipicevic has
graciously agreed to lead the workshop. However, she needs help. We are looking for teens, college students
and adults who can help with the program. If you can help, please contact either the Rev. Ann or the Rev.
Mary with the dates you are available. Note: There will be no children’s program during the month
of August.

CHRISTMAS IN APRIL 2009: THANKS TO ST. PETER’S

22 HOMES, 21 YEARS REBUILDING TOGETHER

On Saturday, April 25, St. Peter’s parishioners gathered at the Arlington house for women in transition and
their children to make the facility a more welcoming and livable place. It was a job well done in which living
and sleeping areas were cleaned, patched, painted, repaired and renewed.

We missed longtime House Captain Allen S., who was attending to daughter Daniela, but new House Captain
Tony P. did a tremendous job of planning and executing the day’s work.

As many of you know, the facility asked that we keep the number of participants down for security reasons.
To those of you who volunteered to help and responded to the House Captains’ request the week before to

help in other ways: many thanks. No one can appreciate more than we do the work each of you does, year in

and year out.

In another departure from past practice, we asked parishioners to arrive either in the morning or afternoon.
By breaking the group into teams, we allowed more people to participate and kept the numbers present to a
level acceptable to the facility.

Thanks to: House Captain Tony P., Suzanne B., Jim R., Jamie R., Meredith R., Mary O., Sharon ]., Adriane
J., Rich D. (at least his 21st time), Sam N., Truett R., Rebecca R., Peter M., Lloyd S., Bill S., Linda G.,
Betty L., Peter G., Laura D., Wilson C., Jack O., Charles S., John K. (neighbor of the Pooles—and the
skilled carpenter for the stair railing we had to build from scratch), and Bob W. (who measured, leveled, re-
measured, and constructed a wonderful, safe access to the second living area).

It is hard to describe how much positive impact we have on the physical structure and the renewal of spirit—
the residents’ and our own. Same time next year (last Saturday in April)—help make it Christmas in April for
another Arlington family.

Bruce J. Co-Captain
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PARISH NEWS (CONT) —

KING’S DOMINION, HERE WE COME!

Calling all youths (and a few parents)! Rising sixth through graduated twelfth graders are all welcome to join
us for a day of roller coasters, junk food, and carnival games. We’re spending the day at King’s Dominion and
taking in all they offer. Thursday, June 25, we’ll leave from the church at 9 a.m. and return around 6 p.m.
after a full day at the park. We will need a few chaperones/drivers to come along, so please let me (Mary+)
know if you are coming by Wednesday, June 17. Be there or be where?

MISSION NEWS —

May was a very busy month for St. Peter’s mission activities. In honor of Mother’s Day, we collected food
and toiletries for women. These were donated to the Samaritan Ministry of Greater Washington, which
serves the homeless population in the area. SMGW has offices in Washington, D.C., and Arlington.

On May 2, we held our exciting Fiesta fundraiser for the mission trip to the Dominican Republic. The St.
Peter’s missioners are: Libby C. (trip leader), Stephanie H., Hailey J., Katie R., Glenn M., Joy L. and Leo-
nardo H.. We had hoped we would also be able to take missioners from another Arlington parish, but that
proved to be not logistically possible.

On Mother’s Day we held a fundraiser car wash. Our parishioners were extremely generous in their
donations to help the mission trip in return for getting their cars washed! They were generous even when
they didn’t have their cars washed! Another car wash will be held in June on Father’s Day (June 21—also the
parish picnic day).

Our missioners will be sent on July 12 and they will return July 20. They will return to the villages of
Montellano and Mosovi in the Dominican Republic to help with constructing the second story of the school
that last year’s mission team worked on. Libby C. participated in that trip and felt called to lead the trip this
year. In addition to construction work (taking place in the morning hours) our group will also lead vacation
Bible school for the children in the afternoons.

Looking forward to the months to come, please join in the regular activities that always need help—especially
in the summer months when vacation season is in full swing (SOME, Meals on Wheels, AFAC). Sign-up
sheets are in the Narthex. Also, please anticipate a drive for housewares (save those Bed Bath & Beyond
coupons!). We will provide the housewares for an apartment to be furnished by Transitional Housing
Corporation (an offshoot of SMGW). This drive will be happening in August and September.

ARLINGTON FOOD ASSISTANCE CENTER

The Arlington Food Assistance Center (AFAC) continues to experience an increase in food demand
over previous years. In the week ending May 9, 1117 families were fed by AFAC. In the same period in 2008,
857 families received food, and in 2007, 692 families. Here is how it works: only residents of Arlington can
qualify to receive food from AFAC, and each must be referred by a recognized institution such as the staff
nurses of Arlington Public Schools, or the county's Crisis Intake Center. According to AFAC there is little or

no abuse of this process. The clients are overwhelmingly the “working poor” of Arlington County, but also

include the elderly, disabled and refugees. There is a particular demand right now for cereals and any type of
canned protein, including meats and peanut butter. Please consider AFAC in your giving plans, and don't

forget to bring your extra non-perishable food to the church.
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VESTRY NEWS —

Vestry Highlights April 28, 2009
At its April meeting, the St. Peter’s Vestry:

Authorized exploration of a Building Fund. Parishioners Larry S. and Frank B. urged the vestry to
create a Building Fund to serve as the basis for building expansion. There were not sufficient details for a
final decision, so the vestry authorized the Planning Team to develop a proposal for consideration in the

fall.

Heard that St. Peter’s will begin a search for a new treasurer. Mira Brown has agreed to stay on
as parish treasurer until the church can find a replacement.

Learned that Margaret C. has agreed to stay on for an additional year as St. Peter’s very suc-
cessful Sunday School coordinator.

Approved request for Third Thursday Luncheon Funding. The vestry approved a request by
Assistant Rector the Rev. Mary Demmler to request a grant from the Generation-to-Generation Fund to
support the new Third Thursday Luncheon group for senior members of the parish.

Agreed on donation to support St. Peter’s new seminarian, Laura D. The vestry voted to donate
the May 31 loose plate collection to fund St. Peter’s pledge of support for Laura Doud’s candidacy for
Holy Orders at Virginia Theological Seminary.

Approved ordination gift for Mary Thorpe. The vestry approved the purchase of a traveling com-
munion kit as a gift for St. Peter’s Mary T. at her ordination on June 6, 2009.

Discussed an old-fashioned church fair to replace the bazaar, which the vestry cancelled in
2008. One suggestion was for the various church committees and commissions to sponsor booths or
activities. Kathi A. agreed to serve as co-chair with a younger member.

Agreed on replenishment of the Clergy Discretionary Fund. The vestry designated May 3 as the
date to donate the loose plate offering to replenish the Clergy Discretionary Fund, which is almost
depleted due to the difficult economic times.

Vestry Highlights May 18, 2009
At its May meeting, the St. Peter’s Vestry:

Discussed relations with the neighbors in the wake of the vestry’s decision to cancel the
parking lot rental agreement. The Building and Grounds Committee will consider some physical
changes to the grounds. The Finance Committee and the vestry as a whole will have to deal with a budget
that will be in deficit without the projected $1800 monthly donation.

Heard a plea to reinstate St. Peter’s grounds upkeep days as parish events. Attendance and
enthusiasm for grounds cleanup and planting days has fallen off, and the vestry discussed reemphasizing it
as fellowship as well as work.

Agreed in principle to set up a Gift Review Committee within the vestry. Formal details and
processes will be presented later for a vote.

Voted to move ahead with the purchase of a third octave of handbells, using a directed gift.

Agreed on funding for the spring Third Tuesday Luncheons by releasing about $600 in funds
from the Young Adults and Fellowship budget lines.




PAGE 8 THE KEY

ADULT FORUM —

June 7

Plenary Session: Converted and Converting: Matthew’s World, Matthew’s Gospel—Led by
Mary T.

How does the place and time that Scripture was written affect the way the Word is shaped? Mary T. will
share some of the surprises to be found in the Gospel of Matthew as a result of when and where it was
written, the subject of her thesis at Virginia Theological Seminary. It’s not only about God, it’s about Roman
politics and population density and class warfare and more. If you learned something about India by watching

Slumdog Millionaire, you’ll learn about Antioch in 80 C.E. in just as colorful a way in this session.

June 21
Plenary Session: Welcome Back for Craig and Meta P.

June 28

Plenary Session: Report on Sabbatical—Led by the Very Rev. Craig P.

Upcoming Forum Topics under Development
Coverage of the General Convention July 8—17
Estate Planning and Elder Law
Navigating Parent-Child Relationships

Tragedy of the Commons: Individualism and Community—What Is the Christian Response?

Looking Ahead... Under Consideration for a Future Forum:

Bach to Rock, America’s Music School—Led by Jeff L.

What is the new music lesson of the 21st century? How is playing music in groups related to participating on a
sports team? How does playing the music of our time motivate students to practice harder and acquire a

higher standard of musical proficiency? How can music teachers use technology to create tomorrow’s

composers? Jeff Levin, president of “America’s Music School,” and two other Bach to Rock teachers will

demonstrate some of the teaching techniques currently in use at their schools.
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