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The First Sunday of Advent
November 29, 2020
Prelude

Prelude on “Wachet Auf ” by Lani Smith ; based on the tune by Philipp Nicolai

THE WORD OF GOD
Processional Music

Signs of ending all around us (Ton-y-Botel)

Celebrant
People
Celebrant

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your Holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of
light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in
great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to
judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE LESSONS
THE FIRST READING: Isaiah 64:1-9
O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would quake at your
presence— as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil— to make your name
known to your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at your presence! When you did awesome
deeds that we did not expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. From ages past
no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for those
who wait for him. You meet those who gladly do right, those who remember you in your ways. But you
were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed. We have all become like one who
is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities,
like the wind, take us away. There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you;
for you have hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. Yet,
O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your
hand. Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, and do not remember iniquity forever. Now consider, we
are all your people.
Reader
The Word of the Lord.
People
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 80:1-7, 16-18
1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; *
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.
2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, *
stir up your strength and come to help us.
3 Restore us, O God of hosts; *
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
4 O LORD God of hosts, *
how long will you be angered
despite the prayers of your people?
5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; *
you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, *
and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
7 Restore us, O God of hosts; *
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, *
the son of man you have made so strong for yourself.
17 And so will we never turn away from you; *
give us life, that we may call upon your Name.
18 Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; *
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
THE SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason I do
not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know
him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he
has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the
immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great
power. God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his
right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above
every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things
under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness
of him who fills all in all.
Reader
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
People
Gradual Hymn (prerecorded)

People look East

WLP 724 (vs. 1, 2, 5)

THE HOLY GOSPEL: Mark 13:24-37
Gospeler
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
People
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
“But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light,
and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. Then they will
see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. Then he will send out the angels,
and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. “From the
fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that
summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very
gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven
and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. “But about that day or hour no one knows,
neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know
when the time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves
in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep
awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight,
or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to
you I say to all: Keep awake.”
Gospeler
The Gospel of the Lord.
People
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Sermon:

The Rev. Daniel P. Spors

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God,
Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: FORM VI
Reader
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.
Silence
Reader

People
Reader

We pray for all members of our congregation. We pray also for the Rev. Samuel Sudhe,
our sister parishes in the Dominican Republic and South Africa, and Homes to Grow,
South Africa. We pray for all victims of violence and all who are persecuted because of
their faith. We pray for all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

People

For Donald our President, for Ralph our governor, and for this community, the nation,
and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

Reader
People

For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

Reader
People

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

Reader
People

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

Reader

For Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Susan, our Bishop
Suffragan; Jennifer, our Assistant Bishop; Porter our Assisting Bishop; Craig, our Rector;
Daniel our Assistant to the Rector; Billy our seminarian; and Philene, our Deacon; and for
all bishops and other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.

People
Reader

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, especially those in need of
God’s healing grace, Anne, John, Alan, Anne, Jeff, Peter, Rich, Lucy, David, Priscilla,
Allen, Hale, Patricia, Andy, Craig, Christin, Yvonne, Tillie, Elisabeth, DJ, Sally, Suzy and
DeAnne; all those on our extended prayer list and those who serve our country at home
and abroad and their families.
Silence

The People may add their own petitions

Reader
People

Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.

Reader

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
Silence

The People may add their own thanksgivings
Reader
People

We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.

Reader

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
Silence

The People may add their own petitions
Reader
People

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.

Reader

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.
Silence

Reader and People

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion forgive us our
sins, known and unknown, things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your
Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of
your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

Celebrant
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
Celebrant
Offertory Anthem (prerecorded)
Presentation Hymn

“Comfort Ye” from Handel’s Messiah
O come, O come Emmanuel

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer A
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.

People

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Don Witman, tenor
Hymnal 56 (vs. 1, 2)

Celebrant
Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs
in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to
judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Celebrant

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Celebrant

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son,
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at
the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.
Amen.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Celebrant and People

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant
People

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast.

The Invitation to Holy Communion
Celebrant

The Gifts of God for the People of God.
At this time congregants worshiping virtually are invited to prayer the following:
In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church,
where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you
praise and thanksgiving. I remember your death, Lord Christ; I proclaim your
resurrection; I await your coming in glory. Since I cannot receive you today in
the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I beseech you to come spiritually
into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and
let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this
life and in the life to come. Amen.
The Prayer Book for the Armed Services

Post Communion Prayer
Celebrant

Let us pray.

Celebrant and People

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual
food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus
Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members
of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father,
send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as
faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Announcements
The Blessing
Celebrant

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in
the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be among you,
and remain with you always. Amen.

Recessional Music

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed (Es flog ein kleins Waldvögelein)

The Dismissal
Celebrant
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Postlude

Prelude in C Major by J. S. Bach

